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All data is from the 2011 Census 
 
Definitions according to the Office for National Statistics 
 
Economic activity describes a person’s main activity the week before the 2011 
Census. People can be divided into two main economic activity categories; 
‘economically active’ and ‘economically inactive’: 
 
a. ‘Economically active’ covers those who were in full- or part-time 

employment and those not in employment but actively seeking and 
available for work (unemployed). 
 

b. ‘Economically inactive’ covers those who were not in employment or 
actively seeking and available for work, due to being retired, looking after 
home or family, long-term sick or disabled, students or other reasons. 

 
 
 


























